
PROGRAM:

Master Suite (large bedroom, 
and closets).

Bathroom.
Guest Bedroom.
Office (Guest Bedroom 2).

Dining Room.
Great Room
Kitchen (sufficient for entertain-
ing and gourmet cooking).
Porch/Deck 

REQUIREMENTS:

Preserve Integrity of Original 
Site and Surroundings.
Energy Efficient Technology
Optimize Views.
Economical Construction

VERMONT:

Icons, Images and 
Expectations 

Family Seat for the next 
Generations.



Route 30 is a relatively busy 
road.  The grade pitches down 
from the road continuously.  The 
site has a wonderful view 
of the Mettowee River valley. 
This frames the panoramic 
view of the mountains 
beyond.

SITE:

Valley View 
Moutain View



We created a module for this 
project based on the most effi-
cient use of Structural Insulated 
Panel System. These pre-fabri-
cated panels have the ability to 
span and enclose space without
the use of internal structure. 

We are able to efficiently
accommodate the local snow 
loading and the weight of the 
building itself using a 14’ wide 
module. 

In order to shed snow and water 
we perfer to use a series of shed 
roofs.  The pitch of 5 in 12 is the 
optimal pitch for roof construc-
tion. It is shallow enough to 
facilitate installation of roofing 
materials (cost implications) 
and yet just steep enough to 
shed melting snow (per-
formance implications).

The roof springs from 8’ (a stan-
dard panel dimension). The this 
height provides a comfortable, 
human scale which both encloses 
and inspires. The interior space 
soars and encourage
the eye wander high...to the 
roof peaks and out the windows 
to the mountain peaks. 

MODULE:
The Tao of SIPS, Pure 
Forms, Economy of 
Means.

form and space derived from SIPS performance criteria and requirements of human scale comfort
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This plan reveals itself slowly as 
one approaches. It gives way freely 
to the views on the opposite side 
of the building through a series of 
large fenestrated wall jogs.

The approach is observable from 
both the Master Bedroom and 
the Kitchen (red arrows).  The 
Entry is has a vestibule which 
contains a coat closet and acts as 
a wind break.

Upon entering we pass into the 
Great Room which has Dining, 
Living and Kitchen areas. THe 
Kitchen commands the Living 
area which is long and opens to 
the views to the South West.

We propose that a fire place be 
aligned opposite the range hood 
on the other end of the Great 
Room. Both are centered in the 
space.

The Bedrooms and Bathroom are 
clustered along the side of the 
Great Room.  This railroad car ar-
rangement of comfortable spaces 
will have low (8’) ceilings .

As the grade slopes to it’s low 
point below the Entry / Dining 
areas. A concrete walk-out base-
ment can be priced as an alter-
nate in this area.

 

PLAN A:

This one is my 
favorite.
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This plan features most of the 
same elements and arrange-
ments as Plan A.  It is more suc-
cessful in the Bedroom arrange-
ment - but is a little awkward 
in the approach sequence on 
the North side.
 

PLAN B:

Cousin of Plan A.



Like Plans A and B this shares the 
Great Room and Bedroom Cluster 
concept.  The Entry and the Bed-
rooms are mirroed in the plan.  
I like that the Entry is sheilded 
from the North wind by the build-
ing. This plan also has the crisp 
bedroom arrangement of Plan 
B.  It falls short of the other two 
however in the views to the South 
West.  The Great Room getys less 
of a view - the Bedrooms get more 
of the view...

PLAN C:

Flip it and See. 
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